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Just Doesn’t Like Evangel 


To the Editor: 


I am going to criticize the 
Church of God Evangel. The 
last several issues have had 
nothing in them of interest. I 
just lay them aside and do not 
even read them; only 16 pages 
of not much value to the average 
member in the Church. So I 
suggest the way to keep our 
readers is to publish more re- 
vivals, more healings, more testi- 
monies, and more short sermons. 
Also have more pictures of our 
work all over the world, es- 
pecially here in the US.A. I 
suggest 24 pages in the Evangel 
and raise the prices if it takes 
it. The Christmas issue was the 
sorriest ever. So let’s give it 
@ new look and a new face. 

A. C. STANFILL 
Akron, Ohio 


Wants More L.W.W.B. Notice 


To the Editor: 


After reading the Preview issue 
of the Evangel I feel I must 
write you. In this issue I have 
noticed that every department 
and activity of the Church is 
mentioned with the exception of 
the Ladies’ Willing Workers’ 
Band. As president of the 
L. W. W. B. is a vital part of every 
I am very much interested in 
the progress of this department. 
Is the L.W.W.B. not considered 
a vital part of the church any 
more? Locally, we feel that we 
have truly accomplished a few 
things which have been to the 
advantage of the church in that 
it lessened some of the burdens 
during the time of our building 
program, and we are continuing 
our efforts. The L.W.W.B. has 
practically furnished the par- 
sonage; raised money on the 
building program; helped in a 
number of instances of needy 
families; raised funds to equip 
the kitchen in our new church; 
and, at presunt, is engaged in 
paying for the carpeting of our 
new church building. This obli- 
gation alone is for an amount 
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in excess of $1,800 and excellent 
progress is being made in de- 
fraying this account. Truly the 
Lord has blessed our efforts, 
and we know by: experience that 
“faith without works” will not 
suffice. 

I, personally, appreciate every 
department of the Church and 
feel that every department has 
its responsibilities, duties and 
obligations and I believe that the 
L.W.WB. is a vital part of every 
church. I trust that this de- 
partment will be recognized in 
some future issue of the Evangel. 


MRS. BLANCHE AUTEN 
Washington, D. C. 


*A special L.W.W.B. issue was 
published March 12, 1956. An- 
other special issue is scheduled 
in 1957. The Washington band 
is mentioned in the January 21 
edition. 


About “The Rapture” 


To the Editor: 

In the question box in the 
Evangel in answer to the ques- 
tion on the rapture, it is ex- 
plained that the word rapture 
is not in the Bible. Then the 
definition of the word is given 
as “caught away.” I also heard 
a@ learned minister give this defi- 
nition of the word rapture 
recently. Can you tell me where 
this definition is found? The 
dictionaries that I have give it 
as “ecstasy, delight, or enthusi- 
asm.” I thought the reason we 
refer to the event as the “rap- 
ture” was the joy supreme it 
would give us to be ready to go. 
It will be rapture to us to go 
with Jesus. I am referring to the 
January 21 edition of the Evan- 
gel. 

T. O. DENNIS 


Greenville, 8. OC. 


*The word “rapture” comes 
from the Latin “rapere’ mean- 
ing “to seize or carry off.” THE 
NEW CENTURY DICTIONARY 
defines it as the “carrying or 
transporting of a person from one 
place, or sphere of existence to 
another, (as the rapture of the 
Prophet Elijah into heaven, see 
2 Kings 2:11)” While it is true 
that the word “rapture” has 
several definitions, particularly 
that of ecstasy, the Rapture is 
called such because it is a time 
when the children of God will 
be caught away out of the world. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be 
‘ SAVED! 


Acts 16:31 
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ELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND 

THOU SHALT BE SAVED” was the reply of Paul 

to the frightened jailer, when he inquired of 
the way to salvation. It is probably true that he 
feared the authorities’ treatment of him, when he 
saw all the prisoners running about freely, but he 
undoubtedly wanted to know and understand better 
that great power that could loosen chains, fling open 
fastened locks, and crack the very walls of his prison 
house. Even before the faces of his superiors, he would 
feel safe if he could but be saved by that supernatural 
power of the Almighty. And thus he inquired, “Men 
and brethren, what shall I do to be saved?” 


Everyone in past ages who believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ in his heart, and confessed him with 
his mouth, became a Christian. That is the initial 
step to the acquisition of “soul salvation.” The same 
is true today, and will remain true for the future. 
The seeker must believe when he comes to God, that 
He is God, and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him. In John 6:37, Jesus Himself said, 
“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” Paul, in Romans 10:11, said, “For the scripture 
saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed.” Verse 13 of this same chapter says, “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” 


Sinner, you are sinning against God. Your iniquities 
have separated you from your God, and your sins 
have hid His face from you. It is because you are 
a sinner, that you need God and soul salvation. It 
was Socrates who once said, “Know thyself.” Brother 
Oswald J. Smith writes very simply, but forcefully, 
on this thought. He says, “An apple tree is not an 
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By C. E. French 


Evangelist 


apple tree because it bears apples. It bears apples 
because it is an apple tree. You, friend, are not a 
Sinner because you sin. You sin because you are 
a sinner. If you were not a sinner, you would not 
sin. It is because that you are a sinner that you 
do sin. And, being a sinner and practicing sin, places 
you in the class of the lost and makes your soul 
salvation the most important thing to you in life. 
Sinners are lost. Sinners are hopeless. And it was 
for that reason that Christ Jesus came into the world. 
John 3:16 says, ‘For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’ The hope of every sinner hinges on that word 
whosoever.” If he had said, C. E. French, then you 
might have been exempt; and, I, too, could have been 
rejected, for there is another C. E. French in the 
world and I am acquainted with him. But He said, 
“. . . whosoever believeth,” and that means simply 
that each and every man is eligible for soul salvation. 
1 Timothy 1:15 stands forth in bold face, and declares 
that Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 


Sin exists, there is no argument about that. Sin 
is like a loathsome disease; it is the consumption 
of the soul. Its very worst effects are within one’s 
heart and soul, and it is manifested, not in poverty, 
not in pain, not in bodily defacement; but in dis- 
torted faculties, unworthy love, low ideals, and a 
brutalized and enslaved spirit. Someone has said that 
sin is like a sweet poison; it soothes while it lures 
you to sleep—a death-sleep. 

Sinner friend, do not think to capitulate with 
Christ, by offering Him a part of your inner be- 
ing. You must give Him the whole soul, for He 
will have it all, or He cares for no part of it. One 
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pampered sin will kill the soul, just as one dose of 
poison will kill the body. Either you must give up 
your sins, or give up hope. You and your sins must 
part, or you and your God can never be friends. 
Treat sin and the devil just as they treat you. Spare 
them not, for they will not spare you (Romans 6:23). 
Sin and the devil are your murderers; therefore, 
destroy sin in your life before it destroys you. You 
do not like death, do you? Then why love the thing 
that causes death? Satan is a deceiver. He offers 
his adherents life, pleasure, and profits, but his wages 
are always death, torment, and destruction. Do not 
allow him to deceive you in your life’s pursuits. Always 
make a comparison between his promises and his 
payments. He taints the soul. His sin-life damns the 
soul. Adam’s fellowship with Satan cost him his 
paradise home, and made Cain, his son, a murderer. 
Sin cost Samson his eyes. In his life, it had its 
binding effects and also its blinding effects. Remem- 
ber that sin always collects its toll! It cost Saul his 
kingdom and his soul. It cost David his virtue. It 
cost Judas his apostleship and finally his soul. Any 
man is equally foolish, who constantly ventures his 
soul and walks with the enemy of Christ. 

Again, let me emphasize that sin is a fact. Sin is 
destructive and you cannot free yourself from its 
evil influence, powers, and effects without divine help. 
The devil well knows that he can sleep peacefully as 
long as you grapple with the problem of your sins 
alone. But Christ is here; He is your Deliverer and 
your Saviour. Luke 9:56 says, “The Son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” He- 
brews 7:25 says, “. . . He is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him.” Sinner, 
you may have allowed Satan to drag you down to 
the very lowest level, but you could not be lower than 
the uttermost. Down lower than the uttermost is an 
undercurrent, the blood of Jesus Christ. Underneath 
the uttermost is the everlasting arm of Almighty God. 
Jesus saves the vilest of sinners and cleanses them. 

What is required of man for participation in this 
“love union” and divine fellowship, this Father and 
Son relationship which the Bible calls soul salvation? 
What does believing and accepting Christ Jesus as 
Saviour involve? 

Some people are converted by the gentle opening 
of tise heart, while many others are necessarily sub- 
jected to the storms of life, and do not turn until 
the convulsions of remorse and despair break forth 
upon them. However, all must come to the very same 
“mercy seat,” all must knock on the same door, and 
all must enter in at the same gate of the sheepfold. 
Each and every one must repent. Everyone must 
confess his unworthiness, and depart from his sins. 
Everyone must believe in Christ from the heart, con- 
fess Him with the mouth, and start following the 
Saviour. 

Myer says that God does not place the blessing 
of life upon a “high shelf,” but down on a “low 
one,” for the easy reach of all. The heart must be 


humbled, the spirit and the soul must be broken 
and contrite (James 4:6; Psalm 34:18). 
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IT IS OFTEN DIFFICULT for some per- 
sons to believe. If that is your case, try the step of 
the man in Mark 9:23. Jesus told him, “If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” 
Think about Christ, talk to Christ, pray to Christ, 
believe on Christ, and live for Christ. Let there come 
a clean break in your life with sin. Christ seeks 
the presentation of your entire life to him. Romans 
12:1-3, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” Place Christ at the front 
in your life. Allow Him to be the Master, trust in His 
grace, and pledge full allegiance to Him. There is no 
negative position in life. We are, or we are not Chris- 
tian. Our position is always positive. We make the 
world about us better, or worse, as we live or do 
not live for Christ. 

Expel sin! Expel sin’s food, and all that breeds sin 
and sustains it. Get rid of lust and all that breeds 
lust. Get rid of the “old life” and all of its furnishings. 
Do not leave anger, malice, or hatred in the heart, 
for when anger was in Cain’s heart, murder was 
not far off. Do not leave bad desires or longings in 
your heart, soul, and spirit. Drinks can always be 
had, cigarettes and dope can always be bought, a new 
deck of cards is always available. When you evict 
the “old taskmaster,” throw out all that pertains to 
him; for if you do not, he may return with claims 
upon you. There is an innumerable host of people in 
the world who have made shipwreck of their Christian 
lives because they tried to divide their affections be- 
tween God and the world. As heat is opposed to cold, 
and as light is opposed to darkness, so Christ is 
opposed to sin in your life. Oil and water may some- 
times be made to mix, but grace and sin in the heart 
of man will never agree. 

In Isaiah 55:6-7, the prophet pleads with the people 
to turn from their wicked ways and seek the Lord. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” 


In Matthew 11:28-30, the dear Lord himself pleads 
for the lost souls of men. Try to sense the earnestness, 
the sincerity, the compassion and pity in that divine 
call: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you. rest.” You, Friend, 
are included in that “all ye” phrase. Christ is ready 
to meet the need of any and all men. Sailor, Christ 
was the greatest Captain that ever sailed the Sea of 
Galilee. Christ will command your little bark, also. 
Student, Christ was earth’s greatest Master. He had 
the divine authority to declare Himself, the truth, the 
way, and the life (John 14:6). Friendless man, this 

(Continued on page 11) 




















Earthly Abodes of the ‘Trinity 
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of the Trinity—Father, Son, Holy Ghost—has 

dwelt in a temple on earth. These temples 
have similar characteristics. Come along with the 
writer and let us refresh our minds as we examine 
the Biblical basis for these earthly abodes of the 
Trinity. 


A CCORDING TO THE Scriptures each member 


Abode of God 


God chose to dwell among men, but only after man 
had met His conditions. His pleasure was to abide 
in the tabernacle in which men would worship Him. 
The Almighty in the book of Exodus instructed Moses 
to construct a building in which He would dwell. 


H. Pratt 


Og 


The children of Israel were to give willingly a building 
offering. 

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an 
offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with 
his heart ye shall take my offering,” Exodus 25:1, 2. 

God wanted only a freewill offering from the con- 
gregation with which to build His sanctuary. He goes 
on to say, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that 
I may dwell among them,” Exodus 25:8. 

This tabernacle had to be made according to God’s 
pattern and specifications. As He ordered so were 
made even the furnishings for His building. 

In Exodus 40:9 God said, “And thou shalt take the 
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anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that 
is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the vessels 
thereof: and it shall be holy.” In this verse we under- 
stand that the work of Moses had to be anointed, 
hallowed, and holy before God would consider dwelling 
therein. Certainly He let the Israelites know His earthly 
abode must be dedicated and holy. Can anyone think 
that God would dwell in a place which did not have 
the afore-mentioned characteristics? 

“So Moses finished the work. 

“Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle,” 
Exodus 40:33b, 34. 

What a glorious saturation! God’s glory filled His 
sanctuary! Our churches and services need to be 
filled and dominated by the mighty presence of the 
Spirit of God. When man met the Lord’s conditions, 
He condescended to dwell with him. 


Abode of the Son 


WE HAVE SEEN that God had visitation 
with man in an earthly tabernacle. Now we shall 
proceed to view the earthly habitation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

When the “fulness of the time was come” (Gala- 
tians 4:4), Christ, the Eternal Son of God “was made 
in the likeness of men” (Philemon 2:7), and took 
up His abode in “a body hast thou prepared me” 
(Hebrews 10:5). After the Son was born of woman, 
He was given to God. “And when the days of her 
purification according to the law of Moses were accom- 
plished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present 
him to the Lord,” Luke 2:22. 

Many years later Jesus presented Himself in water 
baptism to the Father, and God, well-pleased, accepted 
the Son. “Now when all the people were baptized, it 
came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, 
and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou 
art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased,” 
Luke 3:21, 22. 

In the afore-mentioned Scriptures the body in which 
Christ the Son was housed on earth was definitely 
dedicated to God the Father. 

Was His temple holy? In a previous discourse the 
writer pointed out the physiological state in which 
Jesus was born free from Mary’s inherent carnal 
nature; therefore, it will suffice here to quote what 
Gabriel has to say of His birth, “And the angel 
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God,” Luke 1:35. 

Rather than quote the Scripture at length to verify 
the holiness of Christ, perhaps it would be better 
summarized with short quotations. The “holy child 
Jesus,” “a lamb without blemish and without spot,” 
“who knew no sin” and “who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth,” “loved righteousness” 
and is “the Just One,” “Who is holy, harmless, unde- 
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filed,” and “separate from sinners.” * These passages 
clearly reveal the holiness of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
His earthly abode was dedicated and. holy. 


Abode of the Holy Ghost 


WITHOUT QUESTION the last third of this 
message is immediate and important to all blood- 
washed believers. We have seen how holiness is neces- 
sary if the Father or Son is to dwell in an earthly 
temple. The Saviour told His disciples that they were 
“clean every whit. . . ye are clean” (John 13:10). 
A little further in the same book, He says, “I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com- 
forter, . . . he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you,” John 14:16, 17. Again, He says, “Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you,” John 15:3. Then immediately in the next chap- 
ter, verse seven, He promised, “If I depart, I will 
send him (Comforter) unto you.” Most authorities 
agree that Christ’s prayer was answered in Acts 2:4, 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave ‘them utterance.” 

The writer has received the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and he is convinced both from the experience 
and the Scripture that Acts 2:4 contains the Bible 
evidence by which believers know that the Holy Ghost 
has taken up His abode in their earthly temples. 

Paul says that we must present or give our bodies 
as living sacrifices, and that they must be holy and 
acceptable unto God (Romans 12:1). The great apostle 
refers to our bodies as the earthly home of the 
Holy Ghost in 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, “What? know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” 

Since our bodies are God’s property, we are to 
glorify Him with them. We cannot continue to wallow 
in the lusts of the flesh, and at the same time 
expect the Holy Ghost to maintain His residence in 
us. The Spirit of God is holy, and He is not looking 
for a contaminated building to occupy. To say that 
He does would certainly be contrary to 1 Corinthians 
3:16, 17, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are.” The words are clear, simple, and 
direct—a holy temple for the Holy Ghost or be de- 
stroyed! 

Is anything else conceivable? Will God lower His 
standard for the Holy Ghost? He required a holy 
tabernacle for Himself; the Son abode in a holy body. 
Must the Spirit now be unequally treated in His dis- 
pensation? No! The person who is honored by the 
indwelling Spirit must live holy, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners. 


*Acts 4:27; 1 Peter 1:19; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 
2:22; Hebrews 1:9; Acts 22:14; Hebrews 7:26. 
































T WOULD SEEM that almost all missionaries 
sooner or later have some snake stories to tell. 

We were thoroughly warned about not going out 

at night without a light because of the likelihood of 
snakes being abroad. It seems that they do most of 
their hunting at night, and usually hole up during 
the day. Only occasionally may a snake be seen in 
the daytime. Heeding these warnings may have saved 
David a snake bite. About the first or second night 
that we spent at our bungalow in Travancore, India, 
David was going to step out of the bathroom door 
into the dark. Mother warned him not to, and he 
obeyed and closed the door. In a few minutes we heard 
a commotion outside the door. The water boy had 
brought some water; he was carrying a lantern and 
noticed a poisionous snake on the top step leading 
into the bathroom. He killed the snake. Had David 
stepped out of that bathroom door, he would have 
stepped out upon the very step where the snake was. 
Twice Sister Dora Myers has had snakes come into 
her rooms, but they were discovered in time and 
killed so that no one was bitten by them. Nearly 
every year some snake charmers come by and go 
around the yard and pick up from eight to twelve 
snakes each time they come. Recently, some snake 
charmers came, and as they were going around the 
storeroom where food supplies are kept for the Bible 
school, they said, “The snake is inside; open the 
door.” So we unlocked the door and they went in. They 
found a large cobra hidden under the coconuts. They 
looked some more and found two smaller snakes of 


MISSIONARIES 


The Cobra that was in 
the storeroom under the 
coconuts. He had two other 
snakes for companions. 


By William Pospisil 
Missionary to India 
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a different variety. They got a large viper by the 
girls’ dormitory, another cobra near the cattle shed. 
I took some pictures of these three. They got about 
eight snakes in all that day, but they do not find 
them all. A few days later a snake was seen near 
the front entrance of the house, but it quickly ran 
away toward the boys’ dormitory and disappeared. 

A field superintendent of another missions group 
with a missionary well-known to us were stopping 
in a rest house. The superintendent had heard about 
some of these snake stories, but somewhat doubted 
that the snakes were so plentiful and dangerous. As 
they were preparing to take a midday nap, they no- 
ticed three cobras wrapped around the ventilator bars 
above the door through which they had just entered. 
Their heads had passed within six inches of the snakes. 
Suppose they had struck them. It would have been 
almost sudden death. A cobra bite in the neck or 
head means only a few minutes to live. The poison 
gets to the heart quickly. The hand of the Lord was 
with them, however; they were not bitten and by the 
help of an attendant and some iron rods they killed 
all three of the snakes. 

Mrs. Pospisil is praising the Lord for His protection 
over her. I came home from one of the week-end 
trips, and when she met me at the door she said, 
“You can thank the Lord that you have a wife to 
come home to.” I said, “Now what has happened?” 
She told me the following story. 

“I went into the middle bedroom, and instead of 

(Continued on page 10) 








THE MOLDING OF 


REAT MEN ARE, to a large extent, the product 

of their day and generation. Their integrity 

and character are purged in the fiery furnace 
of some crisis, and forged upon the cold anvil of 
adverse circumstances. At any other period than that 
of the sharp dispute over slavery and the Union, 
Lincoln would probably have been just a successful 
country lawyer, or if by any chance elected to the 
presidency, just another one of the. Presidents. 

It was the crisis of the day that called forth those 
sterling qualities that had been developed in Lincoln 
as a young boy. “Men are made while they are boys,” 
states an old adage. It was in that boyhood with its 
hard tasks, its stern adventures, its laughing joys, 
its deep and lasting sorrows, its thoughtful silences, 
that the man was shaped. Surrounded by ignorance, 
superstition, brutality and dire poverty, and aided 
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Abraham Lincoln: Great American 
From Log Cabin to Presidency 


By Paul S. Cook 


THE MAN . 


by little schooling, Abraham Lincoln kept his heart 
clean and his mind in the upward path. What were 
the forces that shaped the man who filled the tremen- 
dous needs of his age? 

Undeniably, Lincoln’s mother played a predominant 
role in the guidance and development of young Abe’s 
personality. Nancy Hanks was devout and God-fearing. 
She possessed an education and intelligence that was 
above the average of those that lived in her area. 
While still a young woman, she had “got religion” 
at the rude log meeting house, the place where these 
simple folk “got their feelin’s touched.” It seems that 
this was a deep experience that had its effect upon 
her whole life. Naturally, this religious experience 
with God would leave a profound impression upon the 
the sensitive soul of young Abe. 

However, it was the death of his mother, when 
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he was just ten years old, that left him with a clear 
and beautiful memory which would last through life. 
The gentle, solemn words of admonition from his 
mother were immortalized through her death. Surely 
they were wise words—words inspired by the Spirit 
of God that controlled the life of young Nancy Hanks. 
She knew the boy as no one else had known him. 
She had encouraged him to go to school to read and 
improve his mind. One who is familiar with the 
letters and speeches of Lincoln cannot have failed 
to detect the deep note of reverence in the use of 
the phrase “our heavenly Father.” I think that one 
important facet of his character had its beginning 
with those last talks between the boy and his mother 
before the falling of the shadow of death. 


SALLY BUSH, Lincoln’s stepmother, had 
also a great influence in the molding process of this 
great character. Being an enterprising, industrious 
woman, she put Abe to work, teaching him the art 
and dignity of hard labor. She also made certain that 
Abe would attend school and kept him supplied 
with good books, though they were few in number. 


It was Sally Bush who took young Lincoln to church. 
“The Sabbath morning has come and the congregation 
is assembling. Here they come from every direction, 
on foot and on horseback—hardy, God-fearing pio- 
neers. Among the worshipers comes Sally Bush, with 
two stepchildren by her side. One of these children is 
Sarah, the other a tall, gangling boy with sallow 
complexion and a shock of coarse, tawny hair. The 
mother sits on a backless bench with Sarah on one 
side and Abraham on the other. The preacher prays 
long and preaches longer, and on his lips are the 
accents of predestination, preterition, regeneration, 
sanctification, and adoption. Years afterward, that 
tall, sallow boy with his shock of coarse hair stirred 
the nation with his speeches on the Union and Slavery. 
The most striking thing about these speeches was 
the use Abraham Lincoln made of the Bible. As Lowell 
said of him, ‘He spoke in the grand simplicities of 
the Old and New Testament.’ Where did he get that 
familiarity with the saving truths and the noble 
music of the Bible? He got it sitting Sunday after 
Sunday by the side of Sally Bush on a backless bench, 
listening to a Hard-Shell Baptist preacher who knew 
little else besides the Bible—but who knew his Bible 
and preached its truths and spoke its language.” * 


In addition to the Bible, a few other books pro- 
foundly molded the outlook of young Lincoln. It has 
been reported that he read and reread Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, Sinbad the Sailor, and Murray’s English Reader. 
Later, Abe read Bailey’s Etymological Dictionary and 
Grimshaw’s History of the United States which began 
by explaining the advances made in astronomy, ge- 
ography and science. By now ideas were crowding into 
his mind and seeking expression. Probably the great 
effect books had upon the life of Lincoln is expressed 
in a bit of verse written while he was still a boy: 


*Clarence Macartney, Macartney’s Illustrations, p. 31. 


“Good boys who to their books apply, 
Will be great men by and by.” 


ONE OF THE turning points in Lincoln’s 
life was his meeting with a man. The people of 
Pigeon Creek were uncouth, unlearned, and unpolished. 
But one day there came to his log house an im- 
pressive, well-groomed gentleman froma big city; 
he was educated, refined, kindly, masterful and dressed 
in handsome garments, admirably fitted. Mr. Pren- 
tice, who was an itinerant preacher, had a musical 
voice, a gentle manner, and a fine spirit that seemed 
to touch something deep in the boy. For the first time 
he felt the power of a great personality. The boy 
was thrilled. Mr. Prentice read the story of the prodigal 
son in a deep, rich voice. Abe was thrilled by the 
man’s impersonation of the forgiving father, the sorry 
prodigal, the selfish brother. He whispered, “I like 
to hear you read. It’s like standing on a hill and 
lookin’ at the edge o’ the world when the sun is 
low. It’s like lookin’ up at the stars on a clear night.” 
Mr. Prentice, the minister, rode on the next day, 
but he had left a lasting impression and an un- 
satiable yearning within the great, young soul of 
Abe. It was then that the young man determined to 
lift himself above the level of his sordid circumstances 
and attempt great things in life. 

Lincoln’s mother, and an itinerant preacher helped 
mold a great character, and who knows but what 
you, too, perhaps unconsciously, are instilling lofty 
ideals by your influence that will some day produce 
a “man for the hour.” No word that we speak can 
be without its echo, and no act of ours can be with- 
out its results. 


Oh, do not deem that it matters not 
How you live your life below; 

It matters much to the heedless crowd 
That you see go to and fro; 
For ali that is noble, high and good 

Has an influence on the rest, 
And the world is better for everyone 
Who is living at his best. 
—The Illustrator 
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The Lincolns worshipped here. This is a reproduction 
of a print showing Little Pigeon Baptist Church, Spen- 
cer County, Indiana, where Abraham Lincoln wor- 
shipped with his family. (Religious News Service Photo) 
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“T am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. Take 
all of this Book upon reason that you can and the bal- 
ance on faith, and you will live and die a better man.” 

—Lincoln 


“T have read on my knees the story of Gethsemane, 
where the Son of God prayed in vain that the cup 
of bitterness might pass from Him. I am in the Garden 
of Gethsemane now, and my cup of bitterness is full 
and overflowing.” —Lincoln 


“I know there is a God, and that He hates the in- 
justice of slavery. I see the storm coming, and I know 
that His hand is in it. If He has a place and a work 
for me, and I think He has, I believe I am ready. I 
am nothing, but truth is everything. I know I am 
right because I know that liberty is right, for Christ 
teaches it, and Christ is God.” —Lincoln 
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MISSIONARIES AND SNAKES 
(Continued from page 7) 
going straight in and turning on the light as I 
usually do, I went clear around the bed. I don’t know 
why I did it, but the Lord must have had a hand 
in it. When I turned on the light, I saw something 
wiggle and go under a trunk that was sitting there. 
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As the trunk was set on two sticks, there was plenty 
of room for a snake under here. I was barefooted, 
too. If I had gone in as I usually do. I would have 
stepped right on that snake. I called the water boy, 
and he came in with a stick. I pulled the trunk away 
from the wall, and the water boy was able to get 
at the snake and kill it. It was a banded craite, one 
of the three most poisonous varieties in India. The 
water boy counted the bands. He said, ‘If that snake 
had bitten you, you would only go as many steps 
as he has bands.’ So I thank the Lord that He made 
me go around that bed to turn on the light. If I 
had not gone that way, you might not have had a 
wife to come home to.” 

We are thankful to the Lord because He has kept 
us through these past four years from the dangers 
that lie in the way. We have been kept from any 
really serious illnesses, and we want to thank the Lord 
for that. Please pray for the work and for your mis- 
sionaries as they labor, sometimes under difficult cir- 
cumstances, to preach the gospel in the regions beyond. 


WA 


REQUIREMENTS FOR SALVATION 
(Continued from page 4) 


lowly Nazarene ends your search for friendship, for 
he is indeed the Friend of sinners, and the Saviour 
of their souls. 

Do not think to offer Christ anything that is good 
about you, to help in the judgment of your soul, for 
any good about us or any righteousness that we may 
claim is an insult to his grace. His grace is sufficient 
to save. Come just as you are. Have you a guilty 
conscience? Come that way. Have you no money? 
Come that way. You are an awfully wicked sinner? 
Then you are a prized possession in His quest for 
souls. Just come and join your weakness to His 
strength. Come and join your spiritual ignorance to 
His great wisdom. Come and hide your guilt in His 
atoning blood. Come and attach yourself to His per- 
fect being, and submit your will to His will. 

Sinner, when your soul has been processed after 
this holy manner—and there is no other way to acquire 
soul salvation—you will be living in the vestibule of 
heaven, and can go out and come in with a joyous, 
spiritual fellowship with the Good Shepherd of your 
soul. The life that is life indeed, can be acquired in 
no other way. So believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved. 

You will please note that I have mentioned no 
particular church nor church denomination. I have 
mentioned no radio broadcast. I have stressed no 
particular church’s doctrines. I have written to you 
about Christ and His power and willingness to save 
you. In my final plea to you, I ask you to follow 
the advice of Job, the greatest man of the East, and 
one of God’s chosen servants. Job 22:21, “Acquaint 
now thyself with him and be at peace: thereby good 
shall come unto thee.” 





























Notice 


We should like for every church, dur- 
ing the month of February, to send to 


the Church of God Home for Children, 
all available S & H Green Stamps. These 
stamps have a great value to the Home 
as we can get many first-class items 
from them. 

—Cecil Bridges, Superintendent 


Anyone having friends or relatives in service in the 
vicinity of Savannah, Georgia, or Hunter Air Force 
Base, who might be interested in attending the Church 
of God, please send me their names and addresses. 
My address is: Bloomingdale, Georgia. 

—Aaron Whitfield 


The Holy Convocation of the Church of God in 
India will be held February 21-25, 1957. The pastors 
request your prayers for the success of the convention 
and the work there. Also they would appreciate re- 
ceiving any tracts, magazines, books or paper you 
may have, to use in their missions work. Please send 
to: Brother L. P. Samuel, N. S. F. Colony, Shakarnagar, 
Nizamabad, Ot., India. —L. P. Samuel 


The Church of God that was formerly in Pasadena, 
California, has been relocated in Eagle Rock, at 5062 
Casper Avenue, just one-half block off Colorado Bou- 
levard. If you have friends or relatives living in Pasa- 
dena, Eagle Rock, Glendale, Highland Park, La Cana- 
da, or Tujunga, who may be interested in attending 
the Church of God, we would appreciate it if you 
would write to us and send their addresses, so we can 
contact them. Our address is Box 65984, Glassell Sta- 
tion, Los Angeles 65, California. 

—Leonard Tomlin, Pastor 


Correction 
The Reverend Laud L. Vaught was listed as the 
pastor of the Princeton, West Virginia, Church of God 
in the Christmas issue of the Evangel. He is pastor 
of the the Church of God at Springton, West Virginia, 
and the Reverend Earl P. King is pastor at Princeton, 


Anyone having friends or relatives in or around 
Garland, Texas, please send me their addresses and 
I shall be happy to contact them. My address is: 
Box 83, Garland, Texas. —Ray Ogle, Pastor 





Anyone interested in working as a matron or cook 
in the South Carolina Home for Children, between 
the ages of 28-55, please contact J. B. Camp, Route 1, 
Box 471, Gaffney, South Carolina. You must have a 
health certificate, and be a member of the Church of 
God. —J. B. Camp, Superintendent 


If you have relatives or friends living in or near 
Mobley, Missouri, please send their names and ad- 
dresses to Brother J. H. Freeman, Clifton Hill, Missouri, 

—J.H. Freeman, Pastor 


Anyone having friends or relatives living in or near 
San Diego who would like the Church of God to visit 
them, please write: Rev. Joseph Duffell, 2242 Broad- 
way, San Diego 2, California, Phone—BElmont 9-1674. 

—Vernia Miles, Secretary 


Anyone having relatives stationed at either Harling- 
ton Air Base, or Moor Air Base at Mission, Texas, 
please contact Charles E. Neal, 501 West Stubbs Street, 
Edinburg, Texas. Our new church is located in San 
Juan, Texas, on Lincoln and Seventh Street. 

—Charles E. Neal, Pastor 


After serving the Faith Temple Church of God as 
pastor for a little over 11 years, I have resigned and 
accepted the pastorate of the State Street Church of 
God in Greensboro, North Carolina. My new address 
is: 110 East Newlyn Street, Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina. —J. David Pitts, Pastor 


Anyone having friends or relatives stationed in the 
U.S. Army Base at Fort Meade, Maryland, please 
contact the local pastor, the Reverend M. C. Salmon, 
West Cedar Drive, Route 2, Severn, Maryland. Phone 
Southfield 6-8778 —M. C. Salmon, Pastor 


There will be a great International Rally on Sunday 
afternoon, September 14, 1958, at the World Con- 
ference of Pentecostal Churches in Toronto, Canada. 

—David J. du Plessis 


Anyone having relatives or friends in the Armed 
Forces at Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, please contact 
Brother N. G. Clark, 136 Tocoma Street, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, Phone Swift 95728. 


—George W. Ayers, Overseer 
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Lady With Skin Cancer 
Is Healed While Testifying 


LOWELL, N. C.—I’m so glad I 
have salvation deep down in my 
soul. I’m glad to report that about 
15 years ago Jesus saved me, sancti- 
fied me, and gave me the sweet 
Holy Ghost. I don’t know what I 
would do without the Holy Ghost. 
He comforts me when I’m sad, 
when the enemy tempts me. 
Through the years I’ve been serving 
the Lord, He certainly has been 
sweet to me. I know of nothing 
better than to serve God. The Lord 
fights all my battles, supplies all 
my needs, and hears me when I 
pray. I want to be a good soldier 
for Him and serve Him with all my 
might, soul, and strength. I believe 
if I walk uprightly and keep the 
commandments of the Lord, He will 
withhold nothing that is good from 
me. When you feel that you do not 
have a friend, remember Jesus said 
He would never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee; He will go with you all 
the way. 


I am 35 years old and I never 
have written anything to be put 
in the Evangel. I didn’t think when 
the Lord healed me that I would 
get to put my testimony in the 
Evangel. Well, it is the sweetest 
thing in the world to be healed by 
the Lord. He has healed me many 
times, but since He has healed me 
of cancer, it did something to me. 
God gave me more boldness. Words 
cannot express how wonderful it 
is; bless His name and praise the 
Lord. When I get to thinking about 
my healing, I just have to have 
a big laugh. - 


I had a little sore on the left 
side of my neck. It stayed red all 
of the time and would peel off. 
It would burn like fire. It was there 
about a year, and it didn’t look 
as if it was going to get well. My 
husband and I were worried, and 
he suggested that I should have it 
examined. My dad had a dreadful 
cancer on the very spot where the 
sore was on my neck. He died in 
the faith of the Lord. Through all 
the torture he didn’t want a doctor. 
I went to the doctor in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. He told me that 
he believed I had skin cancer. He 
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sent the germ to be X-rayed and 
told me to come back the next 
week. 


During the week I had been 
praying and asking God to help 
me. When I went back, he told me 
that I did have skin cancer. I tried 
to explain to him how I had been 
taught, how my dad and mother 
had taught me about divine heal- 
ing. I told him that I didn’t want 
the treatments, but only wanted to 
know what was wrong with me. 


‘I’m sure he didn’t understand me, 


but Jesus understood and knew 
what I wanted to do. The nurse 
pleaded with me to take the treat- 
ments, but I told her how the Lord 
had healed me before. I came back 
home and everyone advised me to 
go back and take the treatments, 
but I wanted to trust the Lord. 





Mrs. E. T. Cobb 


There were a few persons who gave 
me the sweetest advice and said 
that the Lord would heal me if 
I would trust Him. I prayed earn- 
estly and others prayed and fasted 
for me. The Lord doesn’t halfway 
heal, but He heals completely. It 
didn’t matter to me how my heal- 
ing came, just so I got well. Every 
time I would bathe my neck, it 
would cause the sore to sting like 
fire. I kept on praying and had 
my preacher and his wife to pray. 


One night at prayer meeting I 
was testifying and was talking 
about my healing, and the power 
of God struck me. It was so quick 
and strong that night that I gained 
much faith. My faith began to 
build up high. Brother Newton 
said, “Sister Cobb, if you keep that 
up you will be well.” I told several 
of the sisters of the church that 
I would be all right. Hebrew 11:1 
states, “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” In Mark 9:23 
Jesus said, “If thou canst believe, 


all things are possible to him that _ 


%s 


believeth.’ 


My neck began to get better. I 
told Brother Newton to tell people 
that I didn’t have cancer. I be- 
lieved I was well. Oh, yes, I am 
healed of cancer. When I am testi- 
fying sometimes, the Lord lets me 
feel that power and it puts a bold- 
ness in me to testify for Him. I 
have never experienced anything 
so real and so sweet in my life. 
If you are sick today, the Lord can 
heal you, too. Pray for me that 
I will be faithful. Pray for my boy 
who was badly burned when he 
was four years old. He is in the 
hospital now for treatments. He 
has been in the hospital for about 
seven years. —Mrs. E. T. Cobb 
































Woman Suffering With 
Arthritis Healed by 
Power of God 

TAFT, Calif—Several years ago 
I began having trouble with my 


back. At the time I did not pay 
too much attention to it, figuring 


it would either get better or worse. 
If worse, I would go to a doctor 
and have a check made to deter- 
mine the cause of discomfort. Six 
years later in September of 1954, I 
had an X ray taken. This showed 
an arthritic condition of the spine, 
which as far as the doctors could 





“God Wrought a Wonderful Miracle in My Life” 


HIGH POINT, N. C.—I do want to 
sound a note of praise to such a 
wonderful friend as Jesus. For 
twenty years my health had been 
really bad. I was never free from 
pain, not one whole day at the 
time, In 1942 I went to the hospital 
and had seven operations in one, 
also three blood transfusions. I was 
sent home from the hospital not 
very much better and in 1950 was 
sent back for an operation similar 
to one I had had in 1944. This 
time I was so low they called my 
relatives, thinking that I could not 
live. I could not realize it then, but 
the hand of God was over my life. 
I can see it now. This time my 
blood was as low as 36. I had to 
have seven more blood transfusions 
and they had to operate on me with 
me awake. They could not even put 
me to sleep, I was so low. I was 
sent home this time, and the doc- 
tors gave my husband very little 
hope for my recovery. I took medi- 
cine every day, but, like the woman 
in the Bible, I grew steadily worse. 
In 1954 I was sent back to the hos- 
pital for a similar operation. By 
this time, I was almost a nervous 
wreck. 


On December 19, 1955, my hus- 
band died suddenly and I felt that 
my world had almost come to an 
end. I began to take dope heavily 
and just lived with my mouth full 
of snuff. I had used it for 24 years. 
I could not sleep at night. Lots of 
nights it would begin to break 
dawn before I could even doze. My 
children begged me to visit a sister 
in West Virginia. I believe they 
thought I was going crazy and I 
suppose I was, in a way. I was in 
an awful condition. I took $8.50 
worth of highly doped medicine per 
week, besides a dozen aspirins per 


day. But glory to God, things 
changed for me. 

I praise God for people that love 
the Lord and are interested enough 
in lost souls to pray for them and 
talk to them about Jesus. I had a 
very dear friend, Sister Lillie Pros- 
ser, who had been talking to me 
about going to church and giving 
my heart to God for almost six 
years, and I would keep making 
excuses to her. She kept praying 
and after my husband died, she 
asked our pastor, Brother Harold 
F. Douglas, to visit me. As he prayed 
for me when he came to visit me, I 
saw myself undone without God 
and realized if I ever got any help 
it would have to come from God. 
I had tried man so many times and 
that had failed. So I made up my 
mind that if God would save me 
after I had served sin and the 
devil for so long, I would live for 
Him. 

Brother and Sister George Rogers 
came by and took me to the East 
Commerce Street Church of God 
and that night I knelt at an old- 
fashioned altar for prayer. Glory to 
God, He rolled the burden of sin 
away, healed my body, and deliv- 
ered me from the snuff habit. I 
have not wanted any more. I have 
not taken a drop of medicine or 
any aspirin tablets since April 8, 
1956. Since that time, I have been 
sanctified and baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, baptized in water, and 
have joined the Church of God. I 
am happier now than I have ever 
been before. I spent so many years 
of my life for the devil. I mean 
by God’s help to give God the re- 
maining years of my life. What 
He’s done for me, He can do for 
others. All you have to do is 
furnish the person, and God will 
furnish the power. —Ella Mabe 


tell was the cause of the trouble. 
He wrote out a perscription con- 
sisting of cortisone and aspirin. I 
did not get the prescription filled. 
In January of the next year an- 
other X ray was taken showing how 
much worse the arthritis had be- 
come. I still took no medicine. By 
this time my back was getting quite 
sore and stiff. I could not sleep 
on my right side or flat on my 
back as the pain was too severe. 
On Friday night, April 13, 1956. I 
attended a revival meeting at the 
Tupman Church of God. I was 
prayed for and the glory of God 
like a copious shower struck me 
and seemed to penetrate my whole 
being. I knew the Lord had done 
something wonderful for me. How 
I praise His wonderful name for 
His healing power. My back is no 
longer stiff and sore. I can go to 
sleep on my right side or back and 
rest in that position for hours with- 
out any discomfort. Thank God for 
healing me. This testimony can be 
verified by the pastor, Brother 
Coulston, or Brother Sam White, the 
evangelist. 


—Mrs. Ethel M. Jaggers 


Baby Healed of Ear 
Infection 


KERMIT, West Va—I praise the 
Lord for healing my baby of an 
infected ear. He was prayed for 
and the next morning he was com- 
pletely . healed. —Nathan York 


Young Man Miraculously 
Healed of Tuberculosis 


CUMBERLAND, Md. — We are 
praising God for a marvelous heal- 
ing in the Cumberland Church. One 
of our young men had tuberculosis, 
but after prayer by the pastor, he 
was completely healed. The follow- 
ing is a written statement from his 
doctor: “X-ray examination of the 
chest shows the heart and great 
vessels to be normal in size and 
contour. The lung fields are clear 
without evidence of tuberculosis or 
any other abnormality—Frank T. 
Cawley, M.D. We give all of the 
glory to Jesus by whose stripes we 
are healed. —Dorothy Stafford 
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Church Has “Greatest Revival” 


ALBANY, Ga.—One of the great- 
est revivals in the history of this 
church was conducted here recently 
by Sister Irene Hillhouse. Twenty- 
two were saved, 19 sanctified, 18 
filled with the Holy Ghost. One 
lady who was 79 years of age who 
had been a member of the Baptist 
Church for 53 years, was saved, 
sanctified, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. She was healed of heart 
trouble and united with the Church 
in this revival. Our church was 
greatly blessed physically, spirit- 
ually, and financially. The revival 
spirit is still with us. We wish to 
thank the Lord for sending Sister 
Hillhouse our way and for the great 
revival He gave us. 

—C. N. Bolt, Pastor 


Blackshear Has 
“Mighty Revival” 
BLACKSHEAR, Ga—We have 


just closed a mighty revival at the © 


Blackshear Church of God. Sister 
Mary Dedge of Brunswick, Georgia, 
was the evangelist. The Lord blessed 
in a mighty way with unity and 
fellowship of the church. Ten were 
saved, 4 sanctified, 4 filled with the 
Holy Ghost and 3 united with the 
Church. Please pray that this unity 
and fellowship will continue so that 
God can continue to bless. 

—Mrs. Earl Causey, Reporter 


Twenty-three Conversions 
in Wake Forest Revival 


WAKE FOREST, N. C. — With 
thanksgiving, the hearts, minds and 
voices lift to God from the Church 
of God in Wake Forest, North Caro- 
lina. Recently we closed a revival 
with Brother George Alford from 
Dyersburg, Tennessee. All were 
brought closer to the Master by his 
soul-stirring and inspiring mes- 
sages. He is an unusual and out- 
standing servant of Christ, preach- 
ing from around 25 chapters in the 
Bible, quoting each one in its en- 
tirety. Our church was uplifted; 
backsliders were brought back, and 
members that had grown cold re- 
ceived fresh inspiration for God’s 
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work. Twenty-three were saved, 9 
sanctified, 8 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 3 united with the 
Church. We thank God for our 
wonderful pastor and his wife, 
Brother and Sister S. W. Avery. 
They, too, felt new inspiration to 
work for God. Pray for the church 
that we will carry on for God. 
—Reporter 


“Greatest Revival” in 
Recent Years 


PIKEVILLE, Tenn.—We are hap- 
py to report our greatest revival 
in years at the Brockdell Church. 
Sister Bessie Keener was the evan- 
gelist. In our three-week revival, 
8 were saved, 2 sanctified, 3 bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, 3 added 
to the Church and several healed. 
The whole church felt spiritually 
uplifted and revived. God blessed 
in a wonderful way. 


—L. V. Davis, Pastor 


Seventeen Converted in 
Eldorado, Georgia 


ELDORADO, Ga.—We should like 
to sound a note of praise for the 
wonderful two-week revival that 
we have just closed at Union Grove 
Church of God. Brother Roy Horton 
of Griffin, Georgia, was the evan- 
gelist. His messages were anointed 
by the Holy Ghost each evening. 
Seventeen were saved, 17 sancti- 
fied, 7 filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and 8 united with the Church. The 
church was greatly blessed and we 
are looking for greater things here 
at the Union Grove Church. 


—NMerlin Brown, Pastor 


Five Converted in 
New Church 


ROCKY MOUNT, Va. — The 
Church of God in Rocky Mount, 
Virginia, has just closed a wonder- 
ful revival with Brother Burnice 
Heath of Tarboro, North Carolina 
as the evangelist. Five were saved, 
5 sanctified, and 1 was filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The church was 
greatly blessed by this revival. Pray 
for us here in this new field. 

—T.F. Burchett, Pastor 


Great Revival in Progress 
TELEGRAM 
MACON, Ga.—Great revival in 
progress at Lynnmore Estates in 
Macon, Georgia. First week of revi- 
val 18 saved, 4 received Holy Ghost, 
12 united with the Church. All pre- 
vious Sunday School records broken 
with 131 in attendance. This church 
has only been organized 10 months. 
The evangelist is Lamar McDaniel, 
Waycross, Georgia. 
—E. J. Reynolds, Pastor 


Ten Nights; Ten Converted; 
Ten Sanctified; Ten Received 
Holy Ghost 


BLOSSOM, Texas—I should like 
to report the wonderful outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit at Blossom, Texas. 
I visited with the good pastor, 
Brother Garmon Jackson, and the 
people at the Blossom Church for 
10 nights. Ten were saved, 10 sanc- 
tified, and 10 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Many were united with the 
Church. We had a wonderful time 
in the Lord. 

—dJ. E. Smeltzer, Reporter 
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@ 1 Peter 3:19, 20 says, “By which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison; which some- 
time were disobedient, when once the longsuffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved by water.” Matthew 27:52, 53 says, “And 
the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves 
after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many.” Are the spirits He preached 
to in the prison the same spirits that were resurrected? 
—S. C. Elrod 

Opelika, Alabama 


@ Where was Jesus’ soul while His body was in the 
tomb? —Mrs. Dean Grimes 
Westover, Alabama 


IT. WAS APPARENTLY while the body of 
Christ was in the tomb that He preached to the 
spirits in prison, mentioned in 1 Peter 3:19. We are 
given the testimony in Acts 2:31 “that his (Christ’s) 
soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see 
corruption.” This indicates that at some time Christ 
visited “hell,” or a place of confinement for the 
spirits of men. Matthew 27:52, 53 tells us that there 
was a resurrection of many dead persons at the time 
of Christ’s resurrection, and Ephesians 4:8, 9 says. 
“When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. Now that he as- 
cended, what is it but that he also decended first 
into the lower parts of the earth?” 


By a study of all these and other related Scriptures, 
it unfolds that while the body of Christ was in the 
tomb, His soul preached to all those who had died 
before Him. At His resurrection the righteous souls 
were also raised up and ascended into heaven. They 
were “captives” in a place of waiting until His atoning 
death. It was proclaimed, or “preached,” to the un- 
righteous spirits, but their doom was sealed. The 
fact that He preached to them does not imply that 
they had a second chance to be saved. Since all 
human destiny hinged on His sacrifice for the salvation 
of men, it was necessarily declared to the righteous 
that their hope had been accomplished. Those were 
led into eternal life because they had looked forward 
in faith to His atonement. Similarly, it was preached 
to the unrighteous spirits in prison that the recon- 
ciliation of God and man, which they had rejected, 
was now accomplished, and their disobedience (1 Peter 
3:20) had forever alienated them from God. 


@ What is meant by the statement in our Declaration 
of Faith: “We believe in the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible’? —T. P. Douglas 

Wimauma, Florida 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE Scrip- 
tures means that not only the thoughts and facts 
were inspired by the Holy Spirit, but also the very 
words in which they are stated. According to this be- 
lief, the inspired writers were never allowed complete 
freedom in the choice of their words as they wrote. 
Not only the message of the Bible, therefore, but the 
very words in which the message is written were in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit. This belief comes from such 
passages as: 

“Speak with my words unto them” (Ezekiel 3:4). 

“Thou shalt speak my words unto them” (Ezekiel 
2:7). 

“Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth” 
(Jeremiah 1:9). 

“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2). 

The Bible is filled with such statements. Indeed, it 
is clearly stated that often the writers wrote words 
as they were inspired even when they were unable to 
understand the message: 

“T heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my 
Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he 
said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed 
up and sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:8, 9). 


WA 


@ Please explain 1 Timothy 3:4, 5. 
—Mrs. Bethel Johnston 
Eloy, Arizona 


THESE VERSES TELL us that a bishop 
should be “one that ruleth well his own house, having 
his children in subjection with all gravity; (for if a 
man know not how to rule his own house, how shall 
he take care of the church of God?)” 

The meaning is quite clear that ministers should 
rule their homes, especially their children, with dig- 
nity and gravity. One cannot be an effective shepherd 
of others if the members of his own fold are rebellious 
and dishonor him. If he does not have the influence 
and strength and character to lead his own home in 
righteousness, he certainly will find it difficult, if not 
impossible, to lead others. The influence of his weak- 
ness will outweigh his influence for good. 
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